VOLUNTEER JERRY HAND
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When Seattleite Jerry Hand and his wife Dee retired in 1999,
he felt the pull of eastern Washington. After all, his family
homesteaded in Garfield County in 1871. He grew up on
a farm near Pomeroy and attended Pataha Country School.
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The Hands chose Walla Walla as home for their retirement
years, and now one of the ways Jerry stays close to the land
is to volunteer at the Blue Mountain Land Trust. Most re-
cently, he helped plant several hundred willows and redosier
dogwood cuttings as part of the wetland mitigation project
along Reser Road. In the past, Jerry has also helped with
blackberry removal as part of stream restoration efforts to
promote native plants and encourage the return of salmon
on a property along the Walla Walla. And if you take part in
the Crush run on October 8th, it’s likely Jerry will be direct-
ing you to a parking place near the starting line.

He said he takes great satisfaction from volunteering at
BMLT. “Everyone should be interested and involved to the
extent they can,” he said. “I'm proud to be asked.”

Jerry, hale and hearty at 80, said, “I'll love to see these wil-
lows grow. They could reach 20 to 30 feet in my lifetime.
That will be something to see!”

As he talked, blackbirds trilled from their perches in the cat-
tails. “I love the sound of those blackbirds,” he said. “As a
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boy, my father always said blackbirds are harbingers of spring
— he learned that from the Indians. “I was excited about the
return of the robins, but my father said, ‘Robins come and
go, but it’s blackbirds that are the real sign of spring, and he

was right. I've never seen an exception to it.”

A Korean War veteran and graduate of the University of
Washington, Jerry spent his professional life as an electri-
cal engineer, but he always had an interest in biology and
recalled reading about Charles Darwin when he was nine
years old, and later being impressed by the reports of Lewis
& Clark, especially their contact with grizzly bears.

“I generally agree with returning whatever land can be re-
turned to pre-contact condition,” he said. “We have so de-
graded nature just by our presence. We've only been here 200
years and look what we've done.”

Now Jerry is making changes to return special places to na-
tive stands, and thanks to his efforts and that of many other
volunteers, many of Blue Mountain Land Trusts easements
are the sites of flourishing natural habitats. Places where you
might just hear blackbirds bursting into song.

We have plenty of opportunities for you to become involved as a
volunteer for Blue Mountain Land Trust. If you are interested in
[finding out how you can help, please call us.

BMLT has several seasoned board members returning as officers for the 2011 term. Cheryl Scholl was re-elected president, and
Beth Kreger and Carol Jean Thompson, are returning in the positions of secretary and treasurer, respectively. Andrea Burkhart was

elected vice-president.

Cheryl Scholl, Pendleton, OR, has served on the BMLT board for 6 years, and served the past two years as board president.

Beth Kreger, Walla Walla, a board member since 2008 has been BMLT secretary for two years.

Carol Jean Thompson, Walla Walla, became board treasurer last year and has been a board member since 2004.

Andrea Burkhart, Walla Walla, a board member since 2009, is new to her post as vice president.

All of us at BMLT appreciate the extra time and effort that goes into being a board officer and thank these fine folks.
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BLUE MOUNTAIN LAND TRUST 2011 MEMBERS

Punkey Adams
Roy & Joyce Anderson
Gary & Jan Bainter
Eric & Candace Ball
Nancy & George Ball
Mark Beck & Ana Capestany
Bob & Choojit Biles
Brad & Ann Brandenburg
Jack & Melinda Brennan
Lori and Jamie Brickner
Jim & Diane Briggs
Richard Buck
Dana & Melinda Burgess
Patricia Camp
Jon & Mary Campbell
Sandra Cannon
Clare & Robert Carson
David & LouAnn Casper
Andrew & Barbara Clark
Dan & Barbara Clark
David Cochran
Jon Cole
Joseph Corvino MD &
Carolyn Nelson Corvino
Michael Courtnage
Sue & Greg Cresci
Tom & Tania Cronin
Tim & Krista Davidson
Andrea Dobson & Larry North
Sean & Mary Ann Duffy
Jim & Debbie Dumont
Tom & Ann Dwonch
Cora & Jock Edwards
Bob & Maryjo Fontenot
Greg Forge & Jude Noland
Jan Foster
Walt & Margaret Gary
Archie George
Mike & Sue Gillespie
Mark & Miriam Grant
Jean Guidry

David and Theresa Hampson
David Harvey & Karen Nelson
Tom & Susan Hayes
Linda Herbert
Susan How

Sharrie Kamara & Stephen Rapp

Sharon & Timothy Kaufman-Osborn

Allen & LB Ketelsen
Todd and Sandra Kimball
Eric Kimball
Fred & Gale Kimball
Marty King
Amy Kreger & Craig Jackson
Beth Kreger
John & Ruth Ladderud
Edwin Lawrence
Barbara Lloid
Mike Loney
Tom & Sandi Madsen
Bruce Magnusson
Christa Maiuri
Hans Matschukat
Kathleen McCullough
Jim & Diana McNamara
Mary Meeker
Lawrence & Judy Mulkerin
George & Donna Murdock
John & Jean Mustard
Bart & Karen Nelson
Brad & Kerry Novak
James & Sue Parrish
James and Margaret Payne
Alan & Missy Peterson
Jim & Carol Peterson
Carmella Phillips
Meribeth Powers & Tim Brown
Mel Prewitt & Pam Lindquist
John Reese
Pete & Hedda Reid
Bob & Kathy Ruggeri
Peggy Sanderson

Nancy Sapiro & Lincoln Miller
Doug and Malinda Saturno
Tom Sawatski
Carl Scheeler
Sonia Schmitt
Randy and Judy Scholl
Frank & Elaine Scholl
Cheryl Scholl & Michael Lasher
Tom and Margo Scribner
Trudi Shannon & Mikel Swayze
James Shepherd
Linda & Robert Sherman
Richard Small &

Darcey Fugman-Small
Sharon & Theron Smith
Marty & Eileen Smith
Rebecca Stanley
Monica Stobie & Ted Paterson
Jon Stratton & Marlene Ramsey
Barbara Stubblefield
Linda Sutor
Jim & Susan Swayne
Chuck & Lillian Templeton
Don & Cindy Thompson
Carol Jean Thompson
Mark Tipperman
Peter Viavant & Robynne Snow
Jonathan & Melissa Webster
Dick & Celia Weller
Kendra & Pete Wenzel
Steve & Dianna Woolley
Dr. Lawrence & Marie Zawatzky
Columbia REA
Burkhardt & Burkhart Law
Banner Bank
Associated Appraisers
Paul Richardson Agency
Blue Mt. Community Foundation
Art & Clara Bald Trust
Donald & Virginia Sherwood Trust
Mary Garner Esary Trust



